
The direct pursuit of the divine – the heavenly vision – hunts for an experience with God. But God 
doesn’t like to be experienced. He wants to be known. We deepen our love of God not by direct 
pursuit of God, but through the good work of love, where we enter the gospel and the pattern of 
Christ’s life becomes our pattern. Of course, we always have to begin with God’s love for us – that’s 
faith. But once we have that faith foundation, we deepen faith by love. That’s what the J-curve is 
all about. As we enter a life of love, we get to know God.
 - Paul Miller, A Loving Life

Meditation
Readings to help you 
prepare to worship, as Jesus 
said, “in spirit and in truth.”

When you hear the first 
song begin, please come take 
a seat. 
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We gather in the presence of God

Welcome and Call to Worship

God is present with us in 
worship, and we ask Him to 
turn our hearts and minds 
toward Him. Song of Gathering

Leader:   Praise the Lord!
 Praise the Lord from the heavens;
 praise him in the heights!

People: Praise him, all his angels;
 praise him, all his hosts! 

Leader: Praise him, sun and moon,
 praise him, all you shining stars!

People: Praise him, you highest heavens,
 and you waters above the heavens!

Leader: Let them praise the name of the Lord!
 For he commanded and they were created.

People: And he established them forever and ever;
 he gave a decree, and it shall not pass away.

Psalm 148:1-6

Please stand if able.

Come Holy Spirit, come
Let Thy bright beams arise;
Dispel the darkness from our minds,
And open all our eyes.

Convince us of our sin,
Then lead to Jesus’ blood,
And to our wondering view reveal
The secret love of God.

Revive our drooping faith,
Our doubts and fears remove,
And kindle in our breast the flame
Of never-dying love.

‘Tis Thine to cleanse the heart,
To sanctify the soul,
To pour fresh life in every part,
And new-create the whole.

Dwell therefore in our hearts,
Our minds from bondage free;
Then we shall know, and praise, and love
The Father, Son, and Thee.

Then we shall know, and praise, and love
The Father, Son, and Thee.

Come Holy Spirit, Come

Words: Joseph Hart
Music: Hiram Ring  
© 1997 Pageant Music

CCLI #:  11107331
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Song of Praise

Scripture Reading
An excellent wife who can find?  She is far more precious than jewels.
The heart of her husband trusts in her, and he will have no lack of gain.
She does him good, and not harm, all the days of her life.
She seeks wool and flax, and works with willing hands.
She is like the ships of the merchant; she brings her food from afar.
She rises while it is yet night and provides food for her household and portions for her maidens.
She considers a field and buys it; with the fruit of her hands she plants a vineyard.
She dresses herself with strength and makes her arms strong.
She perceives that her merchandise is profitable.  Her lamp does not go out at night.
She puts her hands to the distaff, and her hands hold the spindle.
She opens her hand to the poor and reaches out her hands to the needy.
She is not afraid of snow for her household, for all her household are clothed in scarlet.
She makes bed coverings for herself; her clothing is fine linen and purple.
Her husband is known in the gates when he sits among the elders of the land.
She makes linen garments and sells them; she delivers sashes to the merchant.
Strength and dignity are her clothing, and she laughs at the time to come.
She opens her mouth with wisdom, and the teaching of kindness is on her tongue.
She looks well to the ways of her household and does not eat the bread of idleness.
Her children rise up and call her blessed; her husband also, and he praises her:
“Many women have done excellently, but you surpass them all.”
Charm is deceitful, and beauty is vain, but a woman who fears the LORD is to be praised.
Give her of the fruit of her hands, and let her works praise her in the gates.

Proverbs 31:10-31

Leader: The Word of the Lord.
People:  Thanks be to God!

All creatures of our God and King,
Lift up your voice and with us, sing,
O praise him!  Alleluia!

Thou burning sun with golden beam,
Thou silver moon with softer gleam,
O praise him!  O praise him!
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!

Thou rushing wind that art so strong,
Ye clouds that sail in heav’n along,
O praise him!  Alleluia!

Thou rising moon, in praise, rejoice,
Ye lights of evening, find a voice,
O praise him!  O praise him!
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!

Let all things, their Creator, bless,
And worship him in humbleness,
O praise him!  Alleluia!

Praise, praise the Father, praise the Son,
And praise the Spirit, three in one,
O praise him!  O praise him!
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!
   repeat

All Creatures of Our 
God and King

Words: Francis of Assisi, 
1225
Music: Pe ter von Brach el, 
1623
Public domain
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Song of Renewal

Assurance of Pardon

Silent Confession

Please read together.

A time to be honest with 
God about our need for 
forgiveness. We confess our sin and receive grace

Confession of Sin
Gracious Lord, we have strayed from You like lost sheep.

We lose hope because we think You are weak.
We hoard what You give us because we doubt that You will continue to provide.
We love ourselves above everyone else because we trivialize Your grace.

We pray now, Lord, for You to forgive all of our many sins.
Renew our faith and help us to walk in Your might.
Remind us of Your Fatherly provision of every good gift.
Amaze us with Your grace and mercy to undeserving sinners.

In the name of Your most precious Son, Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ!  According to his great mercy, he has caused us 
to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.

1 Peter 1:3

Great God from Thee there’s nought concealed, 
Thou seest my inward frame.
To Thee I always stand revealed, exactly as I am.

Since I can hardly therefore bear, 
What in myself I see,
How vile and dark must I appear,
Most holy God to Thee?

But since my Savior stands between,
In garments dyed in blood,
‘Tis He instead of me is seen,
When I approach to God.

Thus though a sinner, I am safe, 
He pleads before the throne,

His life and death in my behalf, 
And calls my sins His own.

What wondrous love, what mysteries,
In this appointment shine:
My breaches of the law are His,
And His obedience mine!

Great God from Thee there’s nought concealed, 
Thou seest my inward frame.
To Thee I always stand revealed, exactly as I am.

What wondrous love, what mysteries,
In this appointment shine:
My breaches of the law are His,
And His obedience mine!

Great God From Thee

Words: John Newton 
Music: Justin Smith 
©2007 Justin Smith Music
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Passing of the Peace

Community Life

Offering

We respond to the grace received

Song of Preparation

Being set right with God 
enables us to participate in 
his work.

We see giving as a part of 
worship.  If you feel the 
same way we invite you to 
participate. 

Prayers of the People
The world:  Tanisha Webster, serving with Serge in London
The Northside:  Young Men’s Academy, ministry to teenage boys
Our church:  Corinne Tucker, beginning as Admin Assistant and Ministry Intern

On the first Sunday of each month Northside collects an offering for the mercy fund using a tan 
basket in addition to the weekly general fund offering in the multi-colored basket.
The mercy fund is used for financial assistance to those in need from our church and the Northside.

Wisdom cries out in the street,
In the square she raises her voice.
At the center of town you can hear her speak,
Over all the other noise. She says:

“How long O simple ones?
How long will you ignore?
Wake up you walking dead,
Open your ears to the Lord!”

My child do not forget, 
The path I show to you. 
All other ways only lead to death, 
Ways so easy to choose.

Trust in the Lord only, 
With all your heart and mind. 
Then you shall not stumble, 
All that you seek you shall find.

“How long O simple ones? 
How long will you ignore? 
Wake up you walking dead, 
Open your ears to the Lord!”

Wisdom cries out in the street, 
In the square she raises her voice.

How Long?

Words and music:  
Peter La Grand 
© 2008 

Proverbs 1-3



Sermon

Leader: The grass withers, the flower fades, but the word of our God will stand forever.
People:  Praise be to God!

Isaiah 40:8

God feeds us with His Word
Our mind, body, and spirit 
are nourished with food 
that does not perish.

Sermon Text

We encourage you to use 
this space to take notes or 
write questions.

6

Ruth 4:1-12 Now Boaz had gone up to the gate and sat down there. And behold, the redeemer, of whom Boaz had 
spoken, came by. So Boaz said, “Turn aside, friend; sit down here.” And he turned aside and sat down. 2 And he 
took ten men of the elders of the city and said, “Sit down here.” So they sat down. 3 Then he said to the redeemer, 
“Naomi, who has come back from the country of Moab, is selling the parcel of land that belonged to our relative 
Elimelech. 4 So I thought I would tell you of it and say, ‘Buy it in the presence of those sitting here and in the pres-
ence of the elders of my people.’ If you will redeem it, redeem it. But if you will not, tell me, that I may know, for 
there is no one besides you to redeem it, and I come after you.” And he said, “I will redeem it.” 5 Then Boaz said, 
“The day you buy the field from the hand of Naomi, you also acquire Ruth the Moabite, the widow of the dead, 
in order to perpetuate the name of the dead in his inheritance.” 6 Then the redeemer said, “I cannot redeem it for 
myself, lest I impair my own inheritance. Take my right of redemption yourself, for I cannot redeem it.”

7 Now this was the custom in former times in Israel concerning redeeming and exchanging: to confirm a 
transaction, the one drew off his sandal and gave it to the other, and this was the manner of attesting in Israel. 
8 So when the redeemer said to Boaz, “Buy it for yourself,” he drew off his sandal. 9 Then Boaz said to the elders 
and all the people, “You are witnesses this day that I have bought from the hand of Naomi all that belonged 
to Elimelech and all that belonged to Chilion and to Mahlon. 10 Also Ruth the Moabite, the widow of Mahlon, 
I have bought to be my wife, to perpetuate the name of the dead in his inheritance, that the name of the dead 
may not be cut off from among his brothers and from the gate of his native place. You are witnesses this day.” 11 
Then all the people who were at the gate and the elders said, “We are witnesses. May the Lord make the woman, 
who is coming into your house, like Rachel and Leah, who together built up the house of Israel. May you act 
worthily in Ephrathah and be renowned in Bethlehem, 12 and may your house be like the house of Perez, whom 
Tamar bore to Judah, because of the offspring that the Lord will give you by this young woman.”

Today’s sermon is given 
by Assistant Pastor P.D. 
Mayfield.
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Parents who would like for 
their nursery-aged children 
to be prayed for during 
communion should pick 
them up at this time.

Invitation to the Lord’s Supper

Words of Institution

The Lord’s Supper

Song of Communion

Gluten-free wafers are located in the wooden boxes.  If you would like, a communion distributor will 
pray for your children.  At the back of the fellowship hall is someone ready to pray with and for you.

As others take communion 
please feel free to pray, sing 
along, or talk quietly with 
your neighbor.

The Lord Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took bread, and when he had given thanks, he 
broke it, and said, “This is my body which is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”
In the same way also he took the cup, after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” For as often as you eat this bread and drink 
the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

Leader:  Therefore, we proclaim the mystery of our faith:
People:  Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again.

1 Corinthians 11:23b-26

Bread of heaven, sent down from glory,
Many things you were on Earth:
A Holy King, a carpenter.
You are the living Word.
   repeat

Awesome Ruler, gentle Redeemer,
God with us, the Living Truth,
And what a friend we have in You.
You are the living Word.
   repeat

Jesus, Jesus - that’s what we call You,
Manger born, put on a tree,
You died to save humanity.
You are the living Word!
   repeat

You Are the Living Word

Words and music: Fred 
Hammond, Noel Hall
© 2000 Bridge Building 
Music, Zomba Songs

John 1:1, 6:35
Matthew 21:5



Song of Rejoicing

Benediction

Contact
P.O. Box 26175 / Richmond, VA  23260
www.northsidechurchrva.org / 804.516.3322

Worship Service
Sunday at 4pm in the fellowship hall of Battery 
Park Christian Church @ the corner of Brook 
and Bellevue.  Visitors are always welcome!

God sends us out refreshed
We go forth to love and 
serve God and neighbor.

About
Northside Church of Richmond is a mission 
church of the Presbyterian Church in America 
(www.pcanet.org), planted in October 2011.

Staff
Matt Lorish - Pastor
 matt@northsidechurchrva.org
P.D. Mayfield - Assistant Pastor, Director of Urban Fellows
 pd@northsidechurchrva.org
Joel Passmore - Pastoral Intern, Worship Director
 joel@northsidechurchrva.org
Ashleigh Padgett - Bookkeeper
 ashleigh@northsidechurchrva.org
Charity Smith - Ministry Intern
 charity@northsidechurchrva.org
Corinne Tucker - Ministry Intern, Admin Assistant
 corinne@northsidechurchrva.org

“It is finished!” – Sinners, hear it!
Tis the dying Victor’s cry; 
“It is finished!” – Angels bear it, 
Bear the joyful truth on high:
 

“It is finished!”  Tell it through the earth and sky! 
“It is finished!”  Tell it through the earth and sky!

Justice, from her awful station, 
Bars the sinner’s peace no more.
Justice views with approbation 
What the Savior did and bore.

Grace and mercy now display their boundless store.
Grace and mercy now display their boundless store.

“It is finished!” – All is over,
Yes, the cup of wrath is drained.
Such the truth these words discover, 
Thus the victory was obtained.

‘Tis a victory none but Jesus could have gained.
‘Tis a victory none but Jesus could have gained.

Crown the mighty Conqueror, crown Him, 
Who His people’s foes o’ercame! 
In the highest heaven enthrone Him,
Men and angels sound His fame!

Great His glory!  Jesus bears a matchless name.
Great His glory!  Jesus bears a matchless name.
   repeat

It Is Finished

Words: Thomas Kelly
Music: Clint Wells, Brian T. 
Murphy
© 2005 Red Mountain 
Music

“Approbation” is an 
expression of warm 
approval.

The Doxology

Words: Thomas Ken 
Music: Louis Bourgeois
Public domain

Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.


