
God loves each of us as if there were only one of us.
 - Augustine

Meditation
Readings to help you 
prepare to worship, as Jesus 
said, “in spirit and in truth.”

When you hear the first 
song begin, please come take 
a seat. 
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We gather in the presence of God

Welcome and Call to Worship

God is present with us in 
worship, and we ask Him to 
turn our hearts and minds 
toward Him. Song of Gathering

Oh give thanks unto the Lord, 
For He is good, yes He is good!
Oh give thanks unto the Lord, 
For He is good, yes He is good!

For He is worthy, worthy!
For He is good, yes He is good!
For He is worthy, worthy!
For He is good, yes He is good!

Oh Give Thanks

Words and music: 
Judith McAllister

Psalm 118:1

CCLI #:  11107331

Leader:   In you, O LORD, do I take refuge;
 let me never be put to shame;
 in your righteousness deliver me!

People:   Incline your ear to me;
 rescue me speedily!

Leader:   Be a rock of refuge for me,
 a strong fortress to save me!

People:   For you are my rock and my fortress;
 and for your name’s sake you lead me and guide me;

Leader:   you take me out of the net they have hidden for me,
 for you are my refuge.

People:   Into your hand I commit my spirit;
 you have redeemed me, O LORD, faithful God.

Psalm 31:1-5

Please stand if able.
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Song of Praise

Scripture Reading

Leader: The Word of the Lord.
People:  Thanks be to God!

How firm a foundation, you saints of the Lord,
Is laid for your faith in His excellent Word!
What more can He say than to you He has said,
To you who for refuge to Jesus have fled.

Fear not, I am with you, O be not dismayed,
For I am your God and will still give you aid;
I’ll strengthen you, help you, 
and cause you to stand,
Upheld by My righteous, omnipotent hand.

When through the deep waters I call you to go,
The rivers of sorrow shall not overflow;
For I will be with you, your troubles to bless,
And sanctify to you your deepest distress.

When through fiery trials your pathways shall lie,
My grace, all sufficient, shall be your supply;
The flame shall not hurt you; I only design
Your dross to consume, and your gold to refine.

The soul that on Jesus has leaned for repose,
I will not, I will not desert to its foes;
That soul, though all hell 
should endeavor to shake,
I’ll never, no never, no never forsake.

That soul, though all hell 
should endeavor to shake,
I’ll never, no never, no never forsake.

How Firm a Foundation

Words: John Rippon
Music: Early American 
melody
Public domain

Isaiah 41:10; 43:2
2 Corinthians 12:9
Hebrews 13:5

“Blessed is the man who trusts in the LORD,
 whose trust is the LORD.
He is like a tree planted by water,
 that sends out its roots by the stream,
and does not fear when heat comes,
 for its leaves remain green,
and is not anxious in the year of drought,
 for it does not cease to bear fruit.”

Jeremiah 17:7-8
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Song of Renewal

Assurance of Pardon

Silent Confession

Please read together.

A time to be honest with 
God about our need for 
forgiveness. We confess our sin and receive grace

Confession of Sin

All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned – every one – to his own way; 
and the LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all.

Isaiah 53:6

Almighty and most merciful Father, we have wandered from You like lost sheep. 
We have elevated our desires above Your will. 
We have broken Your holy laws.  
Again and again, we have refused to listen to Your Spirit. 

O Lord, have mercy upon us, and restore those who confess their faults.  
Teach us to listen and obey.
Show us that life and health are only found in You.
Again and again, give us grace and strength to be Your disciples.

According to Your promises declared in Christ Jesus, to the glory of Your holy Name.  Amen.

How deep the Father’s love for us, 
how vast beyond all measure,
That He should give His only Son, 
to make a wretch His treasure!

How great the pain of searing loss, 
the Father turned His face away,
As wounds which mar the chosen one, 
bring many sons to glory.

Behold the man upon a cross, 
my sin upon His shoulders.
Ashamed, I hear my mocking voice 
call out among the scoffers.

It was my sin that held Him there 
until it was accomplished.
His dying breath has brought me life; 
I know that it is finished.

I will not boast in anything; 
no gifts, no power, no wisdom,
But I will boast in Jesus Christ, 
His death and resurrection.

Why should I gain from His reward? 
I cannot give an answer,
But this I know with all my heart: 
His wounds have paid my ransom.
   repeat

How Deep the Father’s 
Love For Us

Words and music: 
Stuart Townend
© 1995 Thankyou Music
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Passing of the Peace

Community Life

Offering

We respond to the grace received

Song of Preparation

Being set right with God 
enables us to participate in 
his work.

We see giving as a part of 
worship.  If you feel the 
same way we invite you to 
participate. 

Announcement and Prayer - Northside Church Retreat on May 2, 9am - 9pm

Savior, like a shepherd lead us, 
much we need Thy tender care;
In Thy pleasant pastures feed us, 
for our use Thy folds prepare.

Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus! 
Thou hast bought us, Thine we are.
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus! 
Thou hast bought us, Thine we are.

We are Thine, Thou dost befriend us, 
be the guardian of our way;
Keep Thy flock, from sin defend us, 
seek us when we go astray.

Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus! 
Hear, O hear us when we pray.
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus! 
Hear, O hear us when we pray.

Thou hast promised to receive us, 
poor and sinful though we be;
Thou hast mercy to relieve us, 
grace to cleanse and power to free.

Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus! 
We will early turn to Thee.
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus! 
We will early turn to Thee.

Early let us seek Thy favor, 
early let us do Thy will;
Blessed Lord and only Savior, 
with Thy love our bosoms fill.

Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus! 
Thou hast loved us, love us still.
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus! 
Thou hast loved us, love us still.
   repeat

Savior Like a Shepherd 
Lead Us

Words: 
Dor o thy A. Thrupp, 1836
Music: 
Will iam B. Brad bu ry, 1859
Public domain



Sermon

Leader: The grass withers, the flower fades, but the word of our God will stand forever.
People:  Praise be to God!

Isaiah 40:8

God feeds us with His Word
Our mind, body, and spirit 
are nourished with food 
that does not perish.

Sermon Text

We encourage you to use 
this space to take notes or 
write questions.
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Today’s sermon is given by 
Pastor Matt Lorish.

Ephesiahs 3:14-19 14 For this reason I bow my knees before the Father, 15 from whom every family in heaven and 
on earth is named, 16 that according to the riches of his glory he may grant you to be strengthened 
with power through his Spirit in your inner being, 17 so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through 
faith—that you, being rooted and grounded in love, 18 may have strength to comprehend with all 
the saints what is the breadth and length and height and depth, 19 and to know the love of Christ 
that surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled with all the fullness of God.
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Parents who would like for 
their nursery-aged children 
to be prayed for during 
communion should pick 
them up at this time.

Invitation to the Lord’s Supper

Words of Institution

The Lord’s Supper

Song of Communion

Gluten-free, nut-free wafers are located in the wooden boxes.  If you would like, a communion distributor 
will pray for your children.  At the back of the fellowship hall is someone ready to pray with and for you.

As others take communion 
please feel free to pray, sing 
along, or talk quietly with 
your neighbor.

The Lord Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took bread, and when he had given thanks, he 
broke it, and said, “This is my body which is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”
In the same way also he took the cup, after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” For as often as you eat this bread and drink 
the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

Leader:  Therefore, we proclaim the mystery of our faith:
People:  Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again.

1 Corinthians 11:23b-26

I have a Maker,
He formed my heart.
Before even time began,
My life was in His hands.  
 
I have a Maker,
He formed my heart.
Before even time began,
My life was in His hands.

He knows my name,
He knows my every thought.
He sees each tear that falls,
and He hears me when I call.

I have a Father,
He calls me His own.
He’ll never leave me,
No matter where I go.

chorus

He Knows My Name

Words and music: 
Tommy Walker
© 1996 Doulos Publishing



Song of Rejoicing

Benediction

Contact
P.O. Box 26175 / Richmond, VA  23260
www.northsidechurchrva.org / 804.516.3322

Worship Service
Sunday at 4pm in the fellowship hall of Battery 
Park Christian Church @ the corner of Brook 
and Bellevue.  Visitors are always welcome!

God sends us out refreshed
We go forth to love and 
serve God and neighbor.

About
Northside Church of Richmond is a mission 
church of the Presbyterian Church in America 
(www.pcanet.org), planted in October 2011.

Staff
Matt Lorish - Pastor
 matt@northsidechurchrva.org

P.D. Mayfield - Assistant Pastor, Director of Urban Fellows
 pd@northsidechurchrva.org

Joel Passmore - Pastoral Intern, Worship Director
 joel@northsidechurchrva.org

Charity Smith - Ministry Intern
 charity@northsidechurchrva.org

Corinne Tucker - Ministry Intern, Admin Assistant
 corinne@northsidechurchrva.org

What a fellowship, what a joy divine, 
leaning on the everlasting arms.                     
What a blessedness, what a peace is mine, 
leaning on the everlasting arms.

Leaning, leaning, 
safe and secure from all alarms.
Leaning, leaning, 
leaning on the everlasting arms.

Oh, how sweet to walk in this pilgrim way,
leaning on the everlasting arms.
Oh, how bright the path grows from day to day, 
leaning on the everlasting arms.

chorus

What have I to dread?  What have I to fear,
leaning on the everlasting arms?
I have blessed peace with my Lord so near, 
leaning on the everlasting arms.

chorus

Leaning On The 
Everlasting Arms

Words: Elisha A. Hoffman
Music: Anthony J. Showalter
Public domain

Deuteronomy 33:27


